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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6475

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Hi gher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators McAul i ffe, Schm dt, Ei de,
Wi nstein, Haugen, Berkey, Kastama, Shin, Kohl-Wlles and Rasnussen;
by request of Superintendent of Public Instruction)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 23/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing alternative nethods of assessnent
and appeal processes for the certificate of academ c achievenent;
amendi ng RCW 28A.655.061 and 28A. 305.220; adding new sections to
chapter 28A. 655 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28C 04 RCW and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature has nmade a commtnent to rigorous academc
standards for receipt of a high school diploma. The primary way that
students w |l denonstrate that they neet the standards in reading,
writing, mathematics, and science is through the Washi ngt on assessnent
of student |learning. Only objective assessnents that are conparable in
rigor to the state assessnent are authorized as an alternative
assessnent. Before seeking an alternative assessnent, the |egislature
expects students to make a genuine effort to neet state standards,
t hrough retaki ng the Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning; regular
and consistent attendance at school; and participation in extended
| earni ng and ot her assi stance prograns.
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(2) Under RCW 28A.655.061, beginning in the 2006-07 school year
the superintendent of public instruction shall inplenment objective
al ternative assessnent nethods as provided in this section for students
to denonstrate achievenent of the state standards in content areas in
whi ch the student has not yet nmet the standard on the high school
Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning. A student may access an
alternative if the student neets applicable eligibility criteria in RCW
28A.655.061 and other eligibility criteria established by the
superintendent of public instruction, including but not limted to
attendance criteria and participation in the renediation or
suppl emental instruction contained in the student |l|earning plan
devel oped wunder RCW 28A. 655. 061. A school district may waive
attendance and/or renediation criteria for special, unavoi dable
ci rcunst ances.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "applicant” nmeans a student
seeking to use one of the alternative assessnent nethods in this
section.

(4) One alternative assessnent nethod shall be a conbination of the
applicant's grades in applicable courses and the applicant's highest
score on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, as
provided in this subsection. The superintendent of public instruction
shall determine which high school courses are applicable to the
alternative assessnent nethod and shall 1issue guidelines to school
districts.

(a) Using guidelines prepared by the superintendent of public
instruction, a school district shall identify the group of students in
t he sane school as the applicant who took the sane high school courses
as the applicant in the applicable content area. From the group of
students identified in this manner, the district shall select the
conpari son cohort that shall be those students who net or slightly
exceeded the state standard on the Washington assessnent of student
| ear ni ng.

(b) The district shall conpare the applicant's grades in high
school courses in the applicable content area to the grades of students
in the conparison cohort for the sane high school courses. If the
applicant's grades are equal to or above the nean grades of the
conpari son cohort, the applicant shall be deened to have net the state
standard on the alternative assessnent.

ESSB 6475. SL p. 2
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(c) An applicant may not use the alternative assessnent under this
subsection (4) if there are fewer than six students in the conparison
cohort.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop an
alternative assessnent nethod that shall be an evaluation of a
coll ection of work sanples prepared and submtted by the applicant, as
provided in this subsection and, for career and technical applicants,
the additional requirenents of subsection (6) of this section.

(a) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop
guidelines for the types and nunber of work sanples in each content
area that may be submtted as a collection of evidence that the
applicant has net the state standard in that content area. Wor k
sanples may be collected from academc, career and technical, or
remedi al courses and may include performance tasks as well as witten
products. The superintendent shall submt the guidelines for approval
by the state board of education.

(b) The superintendent shall devel op protocols for subm ssion of
the collection of work sanples that include affidavits from the
applicant's teachers and school district that the sanples are the work
of the applicant and a requirenent that a portion of the sanples be
prepared under the direct supervision of a classroom teacher. The
superintendent shall submt the protocols for approval by the state
board of educati on.

(c) The superintendent shall develop uniform scoring criteria for
evaluating the collection of work sanples and submt the scoring
criteria for approval by the state board of education. Col | ecti ons
shall be scored at the state level or regionally by a panel of
educators selected and trained by the superintendent to ensure
objectivity, reliability, and rigor in the evaluation. An educator may
not score work sanples submtted by applicants from the educator's
school district. |If the panel awards an applicant's collection of work
sanples the mninmum required score, the applicant shall be deened to
have net the state standard on the alternative assessnent.

(d) Using an open and public process that includes consultation
with district superintendents, school principals, and other educators,
the state board of education shall consider the guidelines, protocols,
scoring criteria, and other information regarding the collection of
work sanples submtted by the superintendent of public instruction.

p. 3 ESSB 6475. SL
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The collection of work sanples may be inplenented as an alternative
assessnment after the state board of education has approved the
gui delines, protocols, and scoring criteria and determ ned that the
collection of work sanples: (i) WIIl neet professionally accepted
standards for a valid and reliable neasure of the grade |evel
expectations and the essential academ c |learning requirenents; and (ii)
is conparable to or exceeds the rigor of the skills and know edge that
a student nust denonstrate on the Wishington assessnent of student
learning in the applicable content area. The state board shall nake an
approval decision and determination no | ater than Decenber 1, 2006, and
thereafter may increase the required rigor of the collection of work
sanpl es.

(e) By Septenber of 2006, the superintendent of public instruction
shall develop informational materials for parents, teachers, and
students regarding the collection of work sanples and the status of its
devel opnent as an alternative assessnent nethod. The nmaterials shal
provi de specific guidance regarding the type and nunber of work sanples
likely to be required, include exanples of work that neets the state
| earni ng standards, and describe the scoring criteria and process for
the collection. The materials shall also encourage students in the
graduating class of 2008 to begin creating a collection if they believe
they may seek to use the collection once it is inplemented as an
alternative assessnent.

(6)(a) For students enrolled in a career and technical education
program approved under section 2 of this act, the superintendent of
public instruction shall devel op additional guidelines for a collection
of work sanples that evidences that the collection:

(1) I's relevant to the student's particular career and technica
program

(i1) Focuses on the application of academ c know edge and skills
wi thin the program

(ii1) Includes conpleted activities or projects where denonstration
of academ c know edge is inferred; and

(iv) Is related to the essential academ c |earning requirenents and
state standards that students nust neet to earn a certificate of
academ c achi evenent or certificate of individual achievenent, but also
represents the know edge and skills that successful individuals in the

ESSB 6475. SL p. 4
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career and technical field of the approved program are expected to
possess.

(b) To neet the state standard on the alternative assessnment under
this subsection (6), an applicant nust also attain the state or
nationally recognized certificate or credential associated with the
approved career and technical program

(c) The superintendent shall consult with conmmunity and technica
col | eges, enployers, the work force training and educati on coordi nating
board, apprenticeship prograns, and other regional and national experts
in career and technical education to create an appropriate collection
of work sanples and ot her evidence of a career and technical student's
knowl edge and skills on the state academ c standards.

(7) The superintendent of public instruction shall study the
feasibility of wusing existing mathematics assessnents in |anguages
other than English as an additional alternative assessnent option. The
study shall include an estimation of the cost of translating the tenth
grade mathematics assessnent into other |anguages and scoring the
assessnents shoul d they be inpl enented.

(8) The superintendent of public instruction shall inplenent:

(a) By June 1, 2006, a process for students to appeal the score
t hey received on the high school assessnents; and

(b) By January 1, 2007, guidelines and appeal processes for waiving
specific requirenments in RCW 28A. 655. 061 pertaining to the certificate

of academic achievenent and to the certificate of individua
achi evement for students who: (1) Transfer to a Wshington public
school in their junior or senior year with the intent of obtaining a
public high school diploma, or (ii) have special, unavoidable

ci rcunst ances.
(9) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt rules to
i npl ement this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28C 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The superintendent of public instruction shall develop a list of
approved career and technical education prograns that qualify for the
objective alternative assessnent for career and technical students
devel oped under section 1 of this act. Prograns on the |ist nust neet
the followng mninmumecriteria:
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(1) Lead to a certificate or credential that is state or nationally
recogni zed by trades, industries, or other professional associations as
necessary for enploynent or advancenent in that field,

(2) Require a sequenced progression of nultiple courses, both
exploratory and preparatory, that are vocationally intensive and
rigorous; and

(3) Have a high potential for providing the programconpleter with
gai nful enploynent or entry into a postsecondary work force training
program

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 3. (1 By Sept enber 10, 2006, t he
superintendent of public instruction shall report the following, in
detail, to the education commttees of the |egislature:

(a) Results of the pilot testing of the alternative assessnents
aut hori zed under section 1 of this act, particularly the pilot testing
of the collection of work sanples or collection of evidence;

(b) The proposed gui delines, protocols, and procedures to be used
by the superintendent in inplenmenting the alternative assessnents,
particularly the collection of evidence;

(c) The proposed criteria, rubrics, and net hodol ogy for scoring the
col l ection of evidence;

(d) A description of the training to be provided for school
districts, educators serving on scoring panels, and teachers assisting
students with collections of evidence;

(e) Prelimnary results of the feasibility study in section 1(7) of
this act; and

(f) Updated estimates of the nunber of students likely to be
eligible or apply for an alternative assessnent nethod.

(2) By Decenber 1, 2006, and again by February 1, 2007, the
superintendent of public instruction shall provide the education
commttees of the legislature with an update on the nunber of students
eligible for or participating in an alternative assessnment nethod.

(3) The Washington state institute for public policy shall conduct
an i ndependent and objective evaluation of the reliability, validity,
and rigor of the alternative assessnent nethods authorized under
section 1 of this act, including an exam nation of a representative
sanpl e of the collections of work sanples submtted by the graduating
cl asses of 2008 and 2009. The institute shall submt its findings to

ESSB 6475. SL p. 6
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the education conmttees of the l|legislature by Septenmber 1, 2009, to
enable the legislature to devel op and consider statutory changes to the
alternative assessnent during the 2010 | egislative session.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A.655.061 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 101 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent system shall include but need not be
limted to the Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection ((2YH)) (10) of this section, one or nore
objective alternative assessnents for a student to denobnstrate
achi evement of state academ c standards. The objective alternative
assessnents for each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the
skills and knowl edge that the student nust denonstrate on the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045, acquisition of the certificate is required for graduation
from a public high school but is not the only requirenent for
graduati on.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045, a student who
neets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to

four tinmes at no cost to the student. | f the student successfully
meets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
student shall earn a certificate of acadenc achievenent. Once

obj ective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
((&)) (10) of this section, a student may use the objective
alternative assessnents to denonstrate that the student successfully

p. 7 ESSB 6475. SL
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neets the state standards for that content area if the student has
retaken the Washington assessnment of student |earning at |east once.
| f the student successfully neets the state standards on the objective
alternative assessnents then the student shall earn a certificate of

academ c achi evenent. ( ( Fhe—student—s—transeript—shatlH—note—whether

assessnent.))

(4) Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, a student nust
nmeet the state standards in science in addition to the other content
areas required under subsection (3) of this section on the WAshi ngton
assessnent of student |earning or the objective alternative assessnents
in order to earn a certificate of academ c achi evenent.

(5) The state board of education nmay not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based

instruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
school s under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW 28A. 155. 045.

(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) ((Beginning with the graduating class of 2006, the highest

| L | hi L I he_hial hool

£8))) Beginning in 2006, school districts nust nmake available to
students the foll ow ng options:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
program at a community or technical college. The superintendent of

ESSB 6475. SL p. 8



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNMNDMNMNMNMNMNNMNPPRPPRPPRPRPRPERPEPRPPRPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o N0 WDNPE OO oo N Ok wWw DN BEe o

public instruction and the state board for comunity and technica
colleges shall jointly identify means by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

((69Y)) (8) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of
t he hi gh school assessnment but who wish to inprove their results shal
pay for retaking the assessnent, using a uniformcost determ ned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

((£28)1)) (9) Subject to avail able funding, the superintendent shal
pil ot opportunities for retaking the high school assessnent begi nning
in the 2004-05 school vyear. Begi nning no later than Septenber 2006,
opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year shall be
avai l abl e to each school district.

((&)) (10)(a) The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall develop options for i npl ementing objective
alternative assessnents, which may include an appeals process, for
students to denonstrate achievenent of the state academ c standards.
The objective alternative assessnents shall be conparable in rigor to
the skills and know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the
Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and be objective in its
determ nation of student achievenent of the state standards. Bef ore
any objective alternative assessnents in addition to those authorized
in section 1 of this act or (b) of this subsection are used by a
student to denonstrate that the student has nmet the state standards in
a content area required to obtain a certificate, the |l egislature shal
formally approve the use of any objective alternative assessnents
through the omibus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent
resol ution.

((+2)) (b) A student's score on the mathematics portion of the
prelimnary scholastic assessnent test (PSAT) , the scholastic
assessnment test (SAT), or the Anmerican college test (ACT) may be used
as an objective alternative assessnent under this section for
denonstrating that a student has net or exceeded the nmathenatics
standards for the certificate of academ c achi evenent. The state board
of education shall identify the scores students nust achieve on the
mat hematics portion of the PSAT, SAT, or ACT to neet or exceed the
state standard for mathenatics. The state board of education shal
identify the first scores by Decenber 1, 2006, and thereafter may

p. 9 ESSB 6475. SL
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i ncrease but not decrease the scores required for students to neet or
exceed the state standard for mathematics.

(11) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student |earning for making individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

((+3))) (12) To help assure continued progress in academc
achi evenent as a foundation for high school graduation and to assure
that students are on track for high school graduation, each school
district shall prepare plans for students as provided in this
subsection ((£3))) (12).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the

previ ous school year. The plan shall include the courses,
conpetencies, and other steps needed to be taken by the student to neet
state academ c standards and stay on track for graduation. Thi s

requi renent shall be phased in as foll ows:

(1) Beginning no later than the 2004-05 school year ninth grade
students as described in this subsection ((£+3})) (12)(a) shall have a
pl an.

(i1) Beginning no later than the 2005-06 school year and every year
thereafter eighth grade students as described in this subsection
((3y)) (12)(a) shall have a plan.

(ii1) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably through
a parent conference, of the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

(iv) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

(b) Beginning with the 2005-06 school vyear and every year
thereafter, all fifth grade students who were not successful in one or

ESSB 6475. SL p. 10
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nmore of the content areas of the fourth grade Washi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a student |earning plan.

(i) The parent or guardian of a student described in this
subsection ((+3)»)) (12)(b) shall be notified, preferably through a
parent conference, of +the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them inprove their
student's skills.

(ii) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this purpose,
school districts shall reinburse students for the cost of taking the
tests in RCW 28A. 655.061(10)(b) when the students take the tests for
the purpose of wusing the mathematics results as an objective
alternative assessnent.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A.305.220 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 108 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall develop for use by all
public school districts a standardized high school transcript. The
state board of education shall establish clear definitions for the
terms "credits" and "hours" so that school prograns operating on the
quarter, senester, or trinmester system can be conpared.

(2) The standardi zed high school transcript shall include ((the

fol-owi-ng—iriormration:

£¢y)) a notation of whether the student has earned a certificate of
i ndi vidual achievenent or a certificate of academ c achi evenent ((by

p. 11 ESSB 6475. SL
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(3) Transcripts are inportant docunents to students who will apply
for admssion to postsecondary institutions of higher education.
Transcripts are also inportant to students who wll seek enploynent
upon or prior to graduation from high school. It is recognized that
student transcripts may be the only record available to enployers in
their decision-making processes regardi ng prospective enpl oyees. The
superintendent of public instruction shall require school districts to
informannually all high school students that prospective enpl oyers may
request to see transcripts and that the prospective enpl oyee's deci sion
to release transcripts can be an inportant part of the process of
appl ying for enploynent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act and section 5 of this act, referencing this act and section 5 of
this act by bill or chapter nunber and section nunber, is not provided
by June 30, 2006, in the omi bus appropriations act, section 5 of this

act is null and voi d.

Passed by the Senate March 6, 2006.

Passed by the House March 3, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 20, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 20, 2006.
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